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DELAWARE ART MUSEUM ANNOUNCES 

THIRD ANNUAL MINIATURES EXHIBITION 

 

Wilmington, DE (October 23, 2008)—The Delaware Art Museum is pleased to present the third annual 

Masterpieces in Miniature exhibition, on view November 1, 2008 – January 11, 2009.  Masterpieces in 

Miniature is the Museum’s signature holiday display, featuring three-dimensional miniatures by artists 

from the region.  This exhibition offers nine miniature versions of masterpieces by luminaries such as 

Frederic Remington, Howard Pyle, and Fernando Botero.  Eight of the nine vignettes serve as showcases 

for the miniature artists’ interpretations of original, full-scale works, using a scale where one inch equals 

one foot.  The ninth miniature takes its inspiration from a book rather than a painting:  Memoirs of a 

Geisha, by Arthur Golden.  Five of the nine miniatures are based on works in the Delaware Art Museum’s 

collection. 

 

The miniature artists drew inspiration from a variety of masterpieces.  Wanda Morris Simons recreated 

the disorderly lodging of Pre-Raphaelite artist William Morris.  She included two chairs designed by 

Morris and Dante Gabriel Rossetti—both chairs are part of the Museum’s Pre-Raphaelite collection.  

Marnie King chose Frederick Remington’s The Smoke Signal, a painting owned by the Amon Carter 

Museum in Fort Worth, Texas.  This painting appeared on a US stamp in 1961 to commemorate 

Remington’s 100th birthday.  Cheryl Miller chose to base her miniature on a scene from Arthur Golden’s 

novel Memoirs of a Geisha, which Miller considers a masterpiece.  She fashioned a vignette of the book’s 

heroine, Sayuri, performing a fan dance, which was part of her training to become a geisha. 

 

Visitors to the Delaware Art Museum will be able to vote for their favorite miniature until the evening of 

Friday, December 5, 2008, when the Museum will be open late as part of Wilmington’s Art on the Town 

program, and admission will be free from 4:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.  Voting will end at 6:00 p.m., and the 

first-, second-, and third-place miniatures will be announced at 6:30 p.m.  Some of the participating artists 

will attend this event so they can speak to visitors about their work. 
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Miniaturists and Their Masterpieces 

 

Israel Balleto    The Widow, 1997.  Fernando Botero (born 1932).  Private  

Collection, previously on view as part of the exhibition The 

Baroque World of Fernando Botero, March 15, 2008 – June 8, 

2008. 

 

Stewart Jackson   The Spring Witch, c. 1883-84.  George Wilson (1848–1890).   

     Delaware Art Museum, Partial gift of Mark and Jill Willcox and  

     partial purchase of the F. V. du Pont Acquisition Fund, 1992.  

 

Marnie King    The Smoke Signal, 1905.  Frederick Remington (1861-1909).   

Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas. 

 

Deborah Mackie   The Peacock Robe, 1921.  George Watson Barratt (1884-1962).   

Delaware Art Museum, Louisa du Pont Copeland Memorial 

Fund, 1981. 

 

Cheryl Miller    Sayuri Dancing at a Teahouse, inspired by Memoirs of a  

Geisha, by Arthur Golden (New York:  Knopf, 1997). 

 

Dana Pyle, Jr.    The Attack upon the Chew House, 1898.  Howard Pyle (1853- 

1911).  Delaware Art Museum, Museum Purchase, 1912. 

 

Dana Pyle, Jr.    The Buccaneer was a Picturesque Fellow, 1905.  Howard Pyle  

(1853-1911).  Delaware Art Museum, Museum Purchase, 1912. 

 

Susan Ross    For to be a Farmer’s Boy, 1887.  Winslow Homer (1836- 

1910).  Art Institute of Chicago. 

 

Wanda Morris Simons The Arming of a Knight, 1856-57, and Glorious Guendolyn’s 

Golden Hair, 1856-57.  William Morris (1834-1898) and Dante 

Gabriel Rossetti (1828-1882).  Delaware Art Museum, Acquired 

through the bequest of Doris Wright Anderson and the F. V. du 

Pont Acquisition Fund, 1997. 



 

About the Museum 

 

The Delaware Art Museum, located at 2301 Kentmere Parkway, Wilmington, DE 19806, is open Tuesday 

through Saturday 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. and Sunday noon – 4:00 p.m.  Admission fees are charged as 

follows:  adults (18 – 59) $10, seniors (60+) $8, college students $5, and youth (7 – 17) $3, with children 

6 and under entering for free.  Admission fees are waived every Sunday thanks to support from 

AstraZeneca.  For more information, call 302-571-9590 or 866-232-3714 (toll free), or visit the website at 

www.delart.org. 

 

Founded in 1912, the Delaware Art Museum holds a world-renowned collection that focuses on American 

art and illustration from the 19th century to the present as well as the British Pre-Raphaelite movement. 

The Museum offers the outdoor Copeland Sculpture Garden, the Helen Farr Sloan Library & Archives, 

studio art classes, the interactive Kids’ Corner learning area, the delART Café featuring free Wi-Fi 

access, and the Museum Store with distinctive books and gifts. 
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